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VRICK  pi-RX 


PITTSBURGa,  PEIIUSYLV/allA 
15  September  1959 


On.  15  September  1959  tlie  Pittsburgh  police  investigated  a reported  expiosion 
in  the  Frick  Park  area  of  the  city.  The  explosion  was  reported  to  have 
occurred  at  2400  on  l4  September  1959 ■ During  the  investigation  the  police 
discovered  an  imidentified  object  in  the  area  of  the  reported  e:q)losion.  The 
object  vac  conically  shaped,  and  the  body  was  of  polyethylene  plastic,  yellow 
in  color.  Three  wires  appearing  like  an  antenna  protruded  from  the  top  just 
below  a red  light.  Attached  to  the  side  was  a "U"  bolt  with  two  feet  of  l/4’' 
cable  attached  to  it  with  l/2"  bolts.  The  weight  of  the  object  was  twelve 
poxmds.  The  object  was  burned  around  the  edge  of  the  base. 

During  inspection  of  the  object  attempts  were  made  to  open  it  without  destroy- 
Int  it,  but  this  proved  impossible.  Under  the  plastic  coat,  which  averaged  l/2" 
in  thickness,  was  a thin  sheet  of  aluminum  with  the  same  general  contours.  Con- 
tained in  the  aluminum  were  the  following  items,  all  embedded  in.  a glue- like 
substance  which  was  used  to  .[‘ill  the  interior; 


a.  Hilco  Iluntlitc  lantern  battery  container  v/ith  switch. 

b.  Steel  pipe  (tliroailed  both  ends)  2 l/2"  long  and  1 3/4"  diameter. 

c.  Eight  Ray-0- Vac  flashlight  batteries  (four  in  the  battery  container). 

d.  Two  msrcur:/  switches. 

e.  Tiny  atom  l/pooo  horsepower  electric  motor  (Wilson's  of  Cleveland). 

f.  Transformer  (Federal  Telephone  and  Radio  Corporation,  Eoonton,  IJ.  J. ). 


The  batteries,  mercury  a/ Itches,  electric  motor,  and  light  bulb  were  all  wired; 


hovover,  the  electric  meter  was  not  connected  mechanically  to  anything 
antenna  and  transformer  were  not  a part  of  the  circuit. 


Thi 


Wilson's  of  Cleveland,  manufacturers 
t acted  concerning  the  motor  indicated 


of  the  tiny  atom  electric  motor,  when  con- 
that  their  chief  outlets  were  hobby  shops. 


In  view  of  the  relative],y  great  weight,  inaccessability,  overall  lack  of  any 
productive  function,  and  crudness  this  object  is  ruled  out  as  a device  designed 
to  collect  atmospheric  data. 


All  evidence  indicates  that  this  object  was  not  airborne  at  any  time.  An  object 
weighing  twelve  pounds  vrauld,  upon  falling  to  earth  from  any  appreciable  altitude, 
hav^  left  'in  impress  ion  ?'n  the  .ground  i.'hich  would  have  been  noticed  during  inves- 
tdgjL",  L .n.  ’‘’irmher  Innlcaticn  objecn  had  nof:  I'ailc-i  ^'.as  one  fact  that 

the  light  bulb  and  fragi.l.e  plastic  cover  were  found  intact. 


It  ii-;  the  Air  Force  conclusion  that  this  object  and  the  explosion  were  all  pa_  . 
o.f  a hoax.  The  red  light,  flashed  by  mercury  switches,  and  the  whirring  of  the 
little  electric  motor  were  deslfped  to  create  further  mystery  for  the  finder. 
Fine  • this  incident  happened  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term,  tni.i  '.."as  pro- 
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AIR  TECHNICAL  INTELLIGENCE  CENTER 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
WRICHT-P  ATTER  SON  AIR  FORCE  BASE 

OHIO 


Ui'O,  i’rick  Park  Area,  Pittsburg,  Peim^lvania,  September  1959 
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SAi>'I3-3d  (Major  Tacker) 

1»  On  15  September  1959t  the  Pittsburgh  police  investigated  a reported 
explosion  in  the  Frick  Park  area  of  the  city.  The  explosion  was  reporbed 
to  have  occurred  at  2400  on  14  September  1959*  During  the  investigation 
the  police  discovered  an  unidentified  object  in  the  area  of  the  reported 
explosion.  The  object  had  a conical  shape,  was  made  of  plastic,  and  had 
a red  fj^ahing  light  and  three  antenna  like  extenaions  at  the  top  (Attach- 
icent  ;/l).  'ITie  Pibbsburgh  police  surrendered  the  object  to  the  l3th  AA 
Group,  U.  S.  Army,  stationed  at  South  Park  Military  Eeservatioa.  Major 
ilatteu,  Intelligence  Officer  of  the  l6th  Group,  conducted  a preliminary' 
inve3ti^;etion.  A twelve  inch  diameter  burnt  area,  located  in  Frick  Park, 
was  speculated  as  the  point  of  impact  of  the  object  (Attachment  ;r2), 

2.  The  Aerospace  T-!>c;litilcal  lutelligence  Center  whs  notified  of  this 
LTO  report  by  thH  jU'.G  Coirurarrl  Post  at  OjOO  on  14  September  1959*  The 
A*’C  Command  Post  roc-^ived  the  message  from  /d’CIh  Indications  Center, 
Washiijgton,  D.  C, 

3*  In  corapliuncQ  with  a telephone  request  from  ATIC,  Captain  Trombley, 
Corimanding  Officer  oi'  the  2253d  Support  Squadron,  2253d  Air  Base  Group 
at  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  Airport,  conluctecl  i'urther  investigation  and 
forwarded  the  object  with  his  report  to  ATIC.  Captain  Tronibley  pointed 
O’ut  in  hia  report  that  the  object  was  probably  a Rawinsonde,  a balloon 
carried  device  used  by  the  weather  service  to  determine  meteorological 
data  f Attachment  tr3)» 

4«  The  object  measured  nine  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base  and  eleven 
inches  in  height.  The  body  was  of  polyethylene  plastic,  yellow  in  color. 
Three  wires  appearing  like  antenna  protruded  from  the  top  just  below  a 
red  light.  Attached  to  the  side  waa  a *U"  bolt  with  two  feet  of  i inch 
steel  cable  attached  to  it  with  J inch  bolts.  The  weight  of  the  object 
waa  twelve  pounds.  Around  the  edges  of  the  base  the  object  was  burned. 


S-  Attempts  vfere  niade  to  open  the  object  without  destroying  it,  but 

.Lr.pos siol^; . Jeder  the  out^r  codt  vf  plcis-.ic,  '-/nicn  ■.v?raged 
} inch  in  thickness,  was  a thin  sheet  of  aluminum  with  the  same  general 
contours.  Contained  in  the  aluMinua  were  the  following  items,  all 
embedded  in  a glue  like  substance  which  ^ais  used  to  fill  the  entire 
interior : 
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a.  iiilco  riuntlite  lantern  battery  container  witii  awitch  . 

b.  Steel  pipe  (threaded  both  ends)  2^  inches  lonf/,  13/4  inches 
diei.eter . 


c.  Eight  Ray-0- Vac  flashlight  batteries  (four  in  the  battery  con- 
tainer). Batteries  outside  of  the  container  were  covered  v/ith  electrical 
tape. 


d.  Two  mercury  switches. 


e.  Tiny  atom,  horsepower  electric  motor  (Wilson's  of  Cleveland), 

f » Transforrcer  (Federal  Telephone  and  Radio  Corporation*  Boonton, 

Ij.  J.) 

g.  Flashlight  bulb  and  socicet  with  red  plastic  cover. 

h.  Three  antenna  like  e^ensions  ( appro ximately  inches  long). 

6,  Tne  batteries,  mercury  s’rfitches,  electric  motor,  and  bulb  were  all 
wired;  however,  the  electric  motor  was  not  connected  mechanically  to 
anything.  The  antemia  and  transformer  were  not  a part  of  the  circuit. 

The  only  electric  function  of  this  item  is  the  operation  of  the  flashing 
reel  light,  and  ruiming  tha  little  electric  motor* 

7.  Wilson's  of  Cl*^velntxd,  manufacturers  of  the  tiny  atom  electric  motor, 
was  contacted  by  telephone.  Kr.  Greenwald  of  that  company  infora;ed  2-3 jor 
Friend  that  they  do  not  have  a contract  to  supply  the  U,  S,  Government 
with  these  motors.  It  was  also  pointed  out  by  Mr,  Greenwald  that  one  of 
their  chief  outlets  for  these  motoi’s  are  hobby  shops, 

8.  In  view  of  the  relatively  groat  weight,  absence  of  any  transmitter 
or  ir3  to  urological  etiuipment,  and  the  inaccessability  and  overall  lack 
of  an  obvious  productive  function,  this  object  is  ruled  out  as  a Rawin- 
sonde  or  any  device  used  by  the  government, 

9,  .ill  evidence  indicates  that  this  object  v/as  not  airborne  or  flying 
at  any  time.  An  object  weighing  twelve  pounds  would,  upon  falling  to 
earth  from  any  appreciable  altitiuie,  have  left  an  impression  that  would 
have  been  wrth  special  cieDtion  in  the  reports  of  J%ajor  Hatten  and  Captain 
Trombley,  Further  indication  that  the  object  had  not  fallen  was  the  fact 
that  the  light  bulb  and  its  red  plastic  cover  were  found  intact. 


10.  It  is  ATIC's  opinion  that  this  object  end  the  explosion  ’•/-re  =il 
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..lercury  switches,  was  nut  on 


to  h'Slp  attract  attention,  while  the  whirring  of  the  little  electric 
iivotor  was  to  create  further  itystery  for  the  finder.  Happening  as  It  did, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  this  was  probably  the  prank  of 
college  students. 
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11.  The  Electronic  Technology  Laboratory  and  the  Aerial  Reconnaissance 
Laboratory  of  V/AIX:  assisted  with  the  evaluation  of  this  object. 
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RilLIP  G.  EVANS 
Colonel • UBAE 

Deputy  for  Sciences  and  Components 
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1,  Drawing  of  Obj 

2,  Cy  Rpt  by  Maj  Hat ten 

3,  Cy  Rpt  by  Capt  Trombley 

4,  Cy  Rpt  of  Explosion 
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ia.dron  at  one  tino  and  had  seen 


2 , ilia  u nier  si 


, upon  rec  cav; 
or  your  orrice,  . rcceedod  bo  Sou 
object.  Unon  retiii’n  to  the  base 
object  VMS  pOosioLy  a part  of  a ' 
natter,  A call  vjas  iride  to  the  i 
Flight  Sanrice  and  the  object  './a 
a coiiplebe  description  i;as  ;jivcn, 
an  accurate  dcs-rlption  o 
i'.M  jhoae  call 
A\sc  Cnorations, 
fnvnin.scnde  '■ 

3t'itione<l  vn 

insbi-an-ints  such  as  this. 


0;T1  10712 


ran 


Upon  investigation  b; 
ten,  no  evidence  of  a: 


a an 


AfR  TECHNICAL  IMTEL ;_ir,!r,\iCL  ‘ L ! 

UNITED  STATES  Al PI  F'JifCB 
WRICHT'P  ATTEWSON  A<R  FQPCt  fiASr 

OHIO 


S;ei.Y  10 
*11%  01: 
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E'.ttraci:  fvon  Al’IC  Duty  Office";^  lleport 
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TO:  Al-'CIN-^Si.T 


IT  3e;jtciijer  1?39 


Follovjia;i  l3  an  extract  froci  ATIC  Duty  OCftcera  P.eport  dtcl  14-13 
Cepteiiiber  59  for  your  infoixiation. 


0303  - The  folio. jf.113  nessa^e  waa  received  by  telephone  froi:;  L/Col 
r.hodes  at  AllC  Cornmand  Poat.  He  stated  that  this  ines^a^^e 
;a3  passed  to  hi;r.  fro'.i  :VFCI‘!  Indications  Center,  hashiaston 
1) , C . by  .’1  i-i.a  j o “ Co  r son  , He s sa  je  folio  : 

"At  O'lOJ.i,  13  Tap  33,  a siall  Cone  3 .aped  ob  ject  v.lth 
cable  attaci'ud  Full  in  tha  T'juirril  Hill  district  of 
Altt  :bur3h  cT'ijin  , a sr.all  axplo.slon  ..haa  it  strnch  the 
-.round.  Obji’iit  Is  cone  sbapod  ei^jUt  inolLiS  a.cro.ss  t!iu 
bortori,  tcM  h.i.;h.j-i  la  aeiAht  v.it!’.  3 antannas  surroundinj 
a ('ILnltlUj  The  li.^I:t  blinks  .’hen  the  o!)ject  sits 

on  base  huL  do.;a  not  burn  or  bli.-rk  v/nen  object  laid  on 
.side.  y-’llo'j  plastic  antennas  ;3olded  into  plastic. 

,’.otto..'i  or  b.iju,  of  object  is  jcorched  and  has  t’.;o  foot 
c.ablc  .Httach.'d  by  belt.  Object  is  iu  possession  of  3h’*iT-Tel 
.'ill  pdU.co. . 


T t 


■3533  - /IM  Cor.i-anci  Post  c.allad  and  reported  receipt  of  follov7ia3 
..>.'3sa;;jc  from  AFCIf!  Xndlcatlovis  Center.  'Air  llorce  Co  r.iand 
i’ost  tells  /J'CT.'d  that  Squirrel  Hill  Aolice  disnantlad 
unidentified  object  iuported  earlier  and  report  nothing 
to  identify  it  v;ith  ;.iilitary.  Cquirral  'Ull  police  inclined 
to  believe  incident  a hoax." 


Did  not  call  Major  Friend  again  because  of  short  tlrsa  rer.-a.inin3 
before  duty  hours,  ha  should  be  notified  ho’.;ever  as  be  plans 
to  take  sor.ie  positive  action  this  rorntng. 
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CITi'  Ci  PITTbB’JH  CH 


Department  Bureau  of  Police 


Department  Thirti  Police  District 


Sept*  15  th,  1959. 

SUBJECT;  Report  of  an  Explosion 


At  about  12  midnight,  Emergency  Ambulance  11-A  (H. Scanlon  & 

F.  Soukup)  were  cruising  in  the  6300  block  of  Beacon  St.  and  heard  a very 
loud  explosion  coming  from  the  Sq.  Hill  Area.  Upon  investigation,  the 
location  of  the  explosion  was  placed  in  Frick  Park  about  100  yards  in  off 
Beachwood  Blvd.  and  75  yards  East  of  the  dirt  road  leading  to  the  Park  Barn. 
Au  Object  was  found  at  this  location  that  resembled  the  front  end  of  a 
Porjectiile  measuring  9-*  in  diameter  at  the  base  and  11"  high.  A flashing 
rec  lij^ht  incased  in  plastic  is  mounted  on  the  top  of  the  cone  shaped  thing. 
The  body  is  made  of  i'oly ethylene  Plastic  - Yellow  in  color.  3 wires 
appearing  like  antenna  protide  from  the  nose  below  the  red  light  and  a ■U" 
bolt  with  a two  foot  J"  steel  cable  is  attached  to  the  side  with  bolts. 
The  weight  of  the  tiling  is  about  12  pounds. 

J-he  object  after  being  held  at  /Jill  Police  Station  and  not  being 
identified  wps  turned  over  to  2d  Lt.  Richard  P.  Davis  of  the  l8th  Artillery 

oup  of  the  Air  Defense  based  at  South  Park.  The  Ordinance  Department  of 
this  outfit  is  to  make  an  effort  to  identify. 

/ 

Respectfully, 

Lieut . FRimciS  J.  '/AISH 

--11  St-ition  - I.’i.-at 

Tills  IS  A TRUE  ij^RAGT  COPY: 


A.  Pischke  - D.O. 


JOI-E;  H.  iU'lTEN 
Ma  jor  Arty 
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Antenna-like  Wires 


